


JPRS 79763 


30 December 1981 


Worldwide Report 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS POLICY, 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 


No. 195 





|FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 














NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last Line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the scurce. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 














Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1060 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 








JPRS 79763 
30 December 1981 


WORLDWIDE REPORT 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PoLICYy, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 


No. 195 
CONTENTS 
ASIA 
INDIA 
India for Revision of GSO Allocation 
(PATRIOT, 20 Nov 81) eeeeneeeeeneeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee © 1 
Briefs 
Color Television Trial 2 
Remote Sensing Cells 2 
New Telephone Exchanges 2 
INSAT Television Sets 3 
Telecom Equipment Imports 3 
PAKISTAN 
Briefs 
NWFP Television Booster h 


PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


Briefs 
New Microwave Lire2 5 
LATIN AMERICA 
BERMUDA 
Briefs 
TV Tower Ruling 6 
New Satellite Dish Plan 6 


-a- (III - WW - 140] 








NEAR EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 


Official Describes Expansion of Telephone Network 
(Mahmud Va'ezi Interview; SOBH-E AZADEGAN, 17 Nov 81) .... 


TRAQ 


Briefs 
Ericsson To Modernize Phone Network 


SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Correspondent Reports on ECOWAS Telecommunications Meeting 
(WEST AFRICA, 23 Nov 81) eeseoeeeeeeeeeeee eee eeeeeeeaeeee ee eee 


Establishment of Indian Ocean Press Agency 
(LE MAURICIEN, 15 Sep 81) @eeeneeeeeaeee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeaneae 


Briefs 
Bot.swana-Zimbabwe-Zambia Telecommunications Link 


NIGER 
Details of Modernization of Telephonic Network 
(Abdou Seydou; SAHEL HEBDO, 23 Nov 81) cccccccccccccccecese 
Briefs 
Satellite Telecommunications Network 
NIGERIA 
Briefs 
New Lagos TV Station 
Gongola Radio Stations 
'NAN' Independent Network 
SENEGAL 


Diouf Opens Nation's PANAFTEL Section 
(LE SOLEIL, 30 Nov 81) eeeneeeeee eevee eeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeee 





17 


18 


20 


21 


22 


2h 


25 
25 
25 


27 











INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Swedish Government Proposes a Modified Nordsat Plan 
( DAGENS NYHETER, 18 Nov 81) eeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeenee 


Nordic Minister Agree on Nordsat Start 
(Bo Engzell; DAGENS NYHETER, 2 Nov 81) ..ccccccccccccccese 


Swedish Paper Backs Revamped Nordsat Plant 
(Editorial; DAGENS NYHETER, 23 Nov 81) eeenr eee eeeeeeeeeeeee 


SWEDEN 


MP Questions Telecommunications Agency Remaining Monopoly 
(Anders Bjorck; SVENSKA DAGBLADET, 30 Oct 81) eeeeeeeeeeeee 


Briefs 


Teletext Equipment Agreement 





28 


32 


33 








INDIA FOR REVISION OF GSO ALLOCATION 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Nov 81 p 5 


(Text } [DIA has stressed the need to efforts of develoving countries 
fur revising the present pro- striving for self-reliance througn 
cedure of allocating Geostatio of relevant technologies, it 


nary Satellite Orbit (GSO). had been pointed out. 
which was now operating more The Paper says that the GSu, 
to the advantage of the develop- & limited though non-depleting 
ed countries, report« UNI from resource of the mank:nd, is pre- 
New Delhi. sently- being exploited in s 
This demand has been made manner that a few countries 
fn the National Paper prepared which have the necessary means 
by the Government for the Se to orbit and frequency 
cond United Nations Conference tions, appear to take inordi- 
on Exploration and Peaceful nate and inequilatle advantage 
Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE of the present 
82). servesi principle. 
cues specie re Had whe ay Sve ait © ee 
may t a 
resources, their utilisation by in the future for specific orbit 
nations must take into considera- positions, could be forced with 
tion factors suc, as population. undue hast to seek launch and 
terrain, size. growth-rate and other services from the space 
present and future needs haves, or face forfeiture of 
their GSO slots. 


: 
& €F2 
a 
g? 


; 
, 


needs of 


aa 
if 
i 
fy 
Ui 


CSO: 5500/7043 


sent method which only ac-zo-nts 
for a country’s avility to occupy 
a slot in the GSO, . 

The Paper saggests that new 
and more expersive technologies 
should ordinarily te adopted by 
the developed countries for in- 
ternational systems. leaving th- 
utilication of sim-ler and lets 
expensrve technol-gies for the 
developing countries. 


The grea’er the use of this re- 


Grst-come-first- source by given aation, beyond 

its fa'r ~*are, the greater should 
countries, be its obligation azd responsity- 
lity to improve utilisation of this 
| 


‘mited resource, India bas em- 


phasised. 

This anomaly points to the 
need for evolving « system of 
allocation and utilisation of the 
; GSO «hich will not only prevent 
Paper calls for revision squatter rights being conferred 
current allocation metse- on permanent basis but also pro- 

making present ana vide for technological advances 
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criterion In a new dis- nications growth seeds of all 
rather than the pre- nations. 





INDIA 


BRIEFS 


COLOR TELEVISION TRIAL--New Delhi, Nov 17--Delhi Doordarshan today began colour 
television transmission on an experimental basis The transmiss'on is being done 
from a studio at the Information and Broadcasting Ministry pavilion at Pragati 
Maidan, the venue of the current International Trade Fair. The transmission is 
being interspersed with F.M. stereophonic music. Dr. C. S. Rao, Head of the Re- 
search Department of Akashvani and Doordarshan, said the colour transmission could 
be received within a radius of two kilometres with ordinar, aerials and five kilo- 
metres with the help of boosters. The transmission opened with a recorded speech 
of the Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Mr. Vasant Sathe. [Madras THE 
HINDU in English 18 Nov 81 p 9] 


REMOTE SENSING CELLS--New Delhi, November 18 UNI)--India is developing low-cost 
remote sensing cells to fruitfully utilise the vast amounts of data that will flow 
from future remote sensing satellites. The use of the data calls for development 
of a number of strongly user-oriented regional remote wsnsing units in the country. 
Low-cost designs for such units are being evolved by the departmer*™ of space 
through inter-active projects with the users. This is revealed in a national pa- 
per prepared for the second United Nations conference on exlporation and peaceful 
uses of outer space (Unispace 82). The Indian remote sensing (IRS) system will 
attempt at meeting Indian resources management requirements with emphasis on agri- 
culture, water-management, forestry, mineral geology and petroleum exploration. 
discussions with the potential users will be continued to define the design paranm- 
eters of the space segment. It is proopsed to build the satellite indigenously, 
based on techno'ogy development acquired through aircraft sensors, Bhaskara pay- 
loads and other follow-up systems. The launch of the first spacecraft of the 
series may have to be from abroad, later ones being by Indian launchers, the paper 
said. [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Nov 81 p 6] 


NEW TELEPHONE EXCHANGES--Santiniketan, Nov. 24--Nearly 100 public call offices, 
together with more than 30 new telephone exchanges will be opened in the rural 
areas of West Bengal by March. This pregramme is being implemented as part of the 
Union Communication Ministry's policy of extending telecommunication facilities to 
villages. Giving this information, Mr S. M. Banerjee, Deputy General Manager, 
Telecommunications, West Bengal Circle, said during his recent visit here that the 
capacity of the existing telephone exchanges at Siliguri, Gangtok, Haldia and Port 
Blair was being raised to cope with subscribers’ demand. The subscriber trunk 
dialling serivce would be introduced soon between Siliguri and Darjeeling, Micro- 
wave links between Ranigunj and Asansol and between Malca and Calcutta would be 
introduced shortly. [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Nov 81 p 10) 








INSAT TELEVISION SETS--The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has placed orders 
with the Electronics Corporation of India for prototype television sets that can 
receive telecasts relayed through Indian National Satellite (INSAT-I) beginning 
next year. Three districts each in Andhra Pradesh, Maharastra, Uttar Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Orisa ané Bihar have been selected [word indistinct] the initial phase of 
the satellite transmission--the first time the system will be used after the year- 
long satellite programmes beamed in the SITE experiment in 1975-76 Union Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting Minister Vasant Sathe told the Rajya Sabha on Monday. While 
SITE used a US satellite under a cooperation scheme the new programme wiil be based 
on an India-owned satellite. The Posts and Telegraphs Department has been asked to 
provide the up-link facilities in the six States as also at Delhi for forming the 
national network. Orders for two prototype direct reception sets have been placed 
on the ECIL and quotations have been received from BEL for the S Band relay receiv- 
ers. According to the I and B Ministry, specifications for equipment at programme 
production centres have been finalised and the accommodation and staff needed for 
the first phase sanctioned. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Nov 81 p 7] 


TELECOM EQUIPMENT IMPORTS--Telecommunication equipment worth about Rs 61.7 crores 
is expected to be impo:ited during 1981-82 Minister of State for communication Kar- 
tik Oraon told Mr R R Morarka in the Rajya Sabha on Monday, reports PTI. Replying 
to anoth~: written question of Mr Bhola Prasad, he said the selection of collabor- 
ation ai. -anction for the project to manufacture one million telephone instruments 
and 1.5 million critical sub-assemblies of contemporary design at the Indian Tele- 
phone Industries at Naini and Bangalore are in progress. An Italian and a West 
German firm had submitted tenders for this. [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 1 Dec 
81 p 5) 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


NWFP TELEVISION BOOSTER--Razmak, Dec. 2--Fazle Haq, the NWFP Governor, today inaug- 
urated television booster at Alexandera Hill top, opening up Pakistan television 
programmes for about two lakh people in Waziristan agency. The booster, installed 
at the height of about 8,000 feat, would cover nearly 5,000 square kilometre area 
from D.I. Khan to Wana, in North Waziristan Agency. The inaucuration ceremony held 
atop the Alexandera Hill, about 10 kilometres from her amidst snowfall, marks a new 
era of socio-economic development for the area. Speaking on the occasion, the 
Governor said that installation of the booster in Razmak was yet another step for- 
ward to keep the masses abreast with the nation's strides for socio-economic prog- 
ress and the international development. [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 3 Dec 81 
p 6) 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


NEW MICROWAVE LINE--At the request of television viewers, a JILIN RIBAO reporter 
visited the provincial post and telecommmications administrative bureau and the 
provincial broadcasting bureau. Responsible comrades and personnel at these two 
bureaus discussed construction of the microwave iine installation project and 
television program reception. The function of this microwave line is to relay the 
programs of the central television station. Construction began this April. Because 
this microwave line is long, the installation work is arduous and many new problems 
have cropped up, this project will take a long time to complete. The installation 
of the microwave line, which links four provinces and one municipality, is con- 
tracted by the second engineering company under the Post and Telecommaications 
Ministry. The installation work on main parts of this microwave line has been *~ 
virtually completed. Many special targets have been fulfilled. To enable television 
viewers to receive better reception of the central television station, the workers 
are trying to wrap up their tasks as soon as possible. It is estimated that this 
project will be completed by the end of December and will be put into operation 

on 1 January 1982. [Text] [SK080930 Changchun Jilin Provincial Service in Mandarin 
1100 GMT 6 Dec 81) 
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BRIEFS 


TV TOWER RULING--Government has dropped another of its requirements for the 
setting up of pay television stations in Bermuda. The Hon. John Swan, Minister 
of Home Affairs, announced yesterday that he would not now demand that stations 
share a common transmission tower. And he said Government would not become 
invoived in the building of such a tower. The move means yet another change in 
Mr Swan's much-criticised telecommunications policy announced earlier this year. 
He has already dropped demands that pay TV stations pay a 10-15 percent tax on 
their gross revenue, and that no advertising be allowed. Mr Swar has made the 
changes after representations from companies interested in starting pay TV sta- 
tions. But he denied that the changes indicated there had been a lack of consul- 
tation with the various interested parties before his telecommunications policy 
was announced. “It is not a question of the policy being a mess--it is simply 
&@ practical response to what people want,” he said. Mr Swan was speaking at 

a lunch he hosted, and paid for privately, for the media at the Hamilton Princess 
Hotel. He said his policy had generated a useful dialogue between Government 
and the prospective pay TV companies. “This two-way exchange of information 
has made all parties come to better appreciate the complex technical considera- 
tions involved in such a policy statement, as well as the tremendous impact that 
it has on the cultural and social life of Bermuda,” said Mr Swan. Government 
could not justify investing in such a project. Mr Swan said that the companies 
involved would not now be expected to share a common transmission tower. [Text] 
[Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 23 Oct 81 pp 1, 2] 


NEW SATELLITE DISH PLAN--Cable and Wireless has asked Government to approve the 
construction of a new $18 million satellite earth station at its Devonshire site. 
The British communications company wants to erect a dish roughly twice the size 
of the present antenna which is almost wholly committed to meeting NASA's require- 
ments. Cable and Wireless general manager, Mr Harry Saunter, said yesterday that 
in addition to the proposed earth station, the company is awaiting planning 
approval to erect a smaller satellite monitoring dish. He said that the main 
aim of the new earth station is to provide an alternative means of communication 
by 1985 when the existing submarine cable linking Bermuda and the U.S. reaches 
the end of its 25 year design life. Said Mr Saunter: “By what time we will also 
need additional capacity to meet growing communications traffic. The existing 
direct cable has a capacity of 80 channels. “The new earth station will provid« 
more than 1,000 channels and will meet Bermuda's communications needs until well 
in the 1990s." Cable and Wireless wants to start work on the project around the 
middle of next year and is aiming for a completion date someiime during 1983. 

If the planners give the scheme the green light, the company will put up a dish 





about 100 feet high and about the same in diameter. But Mr Saunter stressed 
that the equipment is unlikely to spoil the Devonshire landscape. “Very little 
of the dish will be visible from the Middle Road or froa North Shore,” he said. 
“And anyone looking from east to west across the site, will see it end-on rather 
than facing them, so that ic will not spoilthe landscape.” [Text] [Hamilton 
THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 20 Nov &i p 2] 
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IRAN 


OFFICIAL DESCRIBES EXPANSION OF TELEPHONE NETWORK 


Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 17 Nov 81 p 10 


[Interview with Mahmud Va'ezi, director-general of the Telecommunica- 
tions Company ] 


/Excerpty The exparision of cities, easy communication among the people, 
and the facilitation of communication s~-vices have encouraged us to 
have an interview with brother Mahmud V:.'ezi, director-general of the 
Telecommunications Company, which is printed below for the readers of 
SOBH-E AZADEGAN, 


Question: Mr Va'ezi, since Tehran has become very large, naturally, 
more telephones are needed. What plans exist in this regard and what 
steps have been taken? 


Answer: In the nane of God, the compassionate and the merciful. 
Tehran and a few other cities are expanding. At issue is the policy 
which governed in the past in Iran. We do not support this policy. 
In the past, they did not worry about what happened to small, 
Oppressed cities, whether they had communication facilities or not, 
They only made sure that the facilities of Tehran were taken care of. 
Therefore, our policy is to pay more attention to villages and 
deprived places ani cities. Our people, especially our city people, 
should realize what our policies are. We want them to cooperate with 
us, to understand the times, and to have a basic, correct understan- 
ding of the economic issues, the war, the economic embargo, and the 
fact that we are now fighting all the small and large superpowers, 
Because of this, it is not in our best interests to try to increase 
comfort at the expense of taking care of the needs of the society. 

As we all know, there is a 13-year wait for Tehran. If we were to 
do so, we would have to use all of our budgetary and monetary 
resources for Tehran. That is why we have put aside this plan. We 
ask the people to feel that our problems are their own. They should 
know that the government is presently concerning itself with the 
oppressed rather than worrying about whether such-and-such home should 
have a telephone to be able to communicate with friends. We want to 








establish communications for those who are seriously deprived, who can 
only contact other parts once a year. 


Hence, our communications conce.ns will be based on need rather than 
on comfort. We have divided the priorities on the following basis. 


1. Giving priority, energy, and resources to war zones and earthquake 
stricken regions. 


2. Devoting energy and resources to negotiations for rural services, 
which consist of 1,600 units in Iran. 


3. Deprived cities, which were the target of unkindness by the tyrant 
and which lack elementary means. 


4, Providing more resources to revolutionary institutions and imple- 
mentary organizations. 


5. Expansion of the urban network. 


Hence, with this introduction, the answer is that the Tehran region 
is not on our policy agenda. However, some telephone centers have 
been left incomplete from the past, which we are preparing to give to 
those who have been on the waiting list. 


Question: Formerly, you were in charge of telexes. What system have 
you devised to prevent the misuse of telexes? 


Answer: The telex has both a political and a commercial aspect. The 
political aspect is that the telex can be used against national and 
Islamic regulations. The telex is also the best means for the growth 
of trade and commerce in Iran. On this basis, when we studied the 
amount of telex equipment, we realized that we were weak in both 
areas, 


For one thing, the telex was in the hands of those who were affiliated 
with minigroups or the past regime. We have formed an office of 
inspection exclusively for telexes and we have commissioned this 
office and have cooperated with the prime minister's office and the 
revOlutionary prosecutor's office. They have studied the files of 
various companies and those who have trade permits. They examined 
them closely and those who should not have telexes were identified 
and their telexes were given to others, that is, to those who were 
waiting their turn, Another issue is the trade aspect. We have 
formed a rsroup which studied the economic, political, and social 
needs of the time. Those whose businesses conformed with these 
issues were given telexes. Another thing we did, through the 
persistent, round-the-clock efforts of our brothers, was to create 
telex lines, numbering 1,300-1,400, with existing resources. These 
lines have now been freed and they are going through the final 








stapes. God willing, at the first opportunity, they will be dis- 
tributed. Another thing that we did was to set regulations for the 
use of the telex. In the past, there were no clear regulations. 
Anyone could do whatever he wished. We devised a set of regulations 
for the distribution and use of telexes. Another thing that we did 
was to prohibit the buying and selling of telexes, That is, telexes 
cannot be bought and sold in Iran. The moment you no longer need a 
telex, you are to return it to the Telecommunications Company, which 
will, in turn, give it to those who meet the specifications. Another 
thing was the establishment of public telexes in various parts of 
Tehran. Similar to the postal service, which delivers letters, we 
did the same thing with telexes. In more commercial areas, we have 
opened offices. People can become members, give a number, and receive 
messages from all over the world. They can take a post office box or 
they can give their addresses and when the message is received, we 
will send it to them. Also, they can use the telex from the same 
place to send messages. 


In order to prevent political misuse, we have prepared a special 
form, with the cooperation of our brothers in the prime minister's 
office and the prosecutor's office. This form must be completed by 
the highest official of a company, with pictures and complete infor- 
mation. They must pledge that they will not misuse the telex. We 
have even made up forms to be filled out by the operators, which 
would prevent their use in a manner contrary to the direction of the 
revolution. 


Question: What steps have you taken to expand the country's tele- 
phone network? 


Answer: Presently, we are being pressured to expand this telephone 
network. In light of what was said in the introduction, if we are 
able to inform the people of our problems, we will be able to do our 
job better. In this regard, we have different problems. The national 
budget and the Telecommunications budget are limited. Another thing 
is that some of the people in charge in the provinces are not 
cooperating with us as they should. For instance, in some cities, 
our buildings are ready but our switchboard is located elsewhere, 
where our building is not yet finished. If we are able to move it, 
many of our problems would be solved. For example, the Marand 
building is ready. We cooperated with the director-general of the 
province to begin work on the Salmas building, which will be ready in 
seven months. This will enable us to take the equipment to Marand 
and set it up, so that both the needs of Marand will be taken care of 
and, in seven months, when the Salmas building is ready, the Salmas 
equipment will also be ready to be installed for operation, 


Another problem is that we are under an economic embargo and, there- 
fore, we have not been able to purchase what we need. This has 


prevented the rapid completion of our work, 
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Another thing is that within the next 5 years, that is, up to '56 

[21 Mar 77-20 Mar 78; as pumliahed), 1,200 telephone lines in Iran 
per yeer will be distributed. In the manner described, we will do 
-oméething innovative to have automatic switchboards made and marketed 
in Iran. Then we will have much more extensive resources. Our 
brothers have devised plans to regulate the 1,600 rural centers, 
which would cover the 60,000 villages in Iran. Thusfar, services 
have been completed in 60 locations and we hope this plan will be 
successful. 


Question: What steps have been taken concerning self-sufficiency in 
communication equipment, especially telephones, in the country? 


[ Answer |] Self-sufficiency can be viewed from several perspectives. 
First is self-sufficiency in planning. In the past, the Telecommuni- 
cations Company and Iranian industry existed in name only. In prac- 
tice, they did nothing. €verything was done by others. What we did 
was to deal with self-sufficiency from the roots, meaning we started 
with a plan. On the whole, all the telecommunications planning was 
in the hands of Americans. Now, we can give the good news to the 
Iranian people that we do not have even one foreigner in our planning 
section. The planning for the systems is done by our brothers. 
Another issue concerns the center for telecommunications research, 
which has begun studying the future telecommunications needs of Iran. 
The extensive research during this period has already brought 
favorable results. God willing, in the near future, with the work of 
our won brothers, who were motivated by their faith, piety, «sympathy, 
and love for Islam and the nation, we will be able to build this 
equipment and to begin to export their product. You know that these 
brothers have been very useful for the military and the guards corps 
and they heve worked hard. This is another aspect of self-sufficiency. 
They have worked and are working both on the telephone electronic 
switchboard and on such things as long-distance communications 
systems, which will be on the market for use very soon, Gcd willing. 
Another issue concerns the planning council. In the past, we did not 
do our own planning. We have formed a planning council, which has 
just about completed the plan for our next 5 years and is now working 
on a 20-year plan for the Telecommunications Company. This is only 
an example that proves that at the present time, despite all the 
terrorist acts, the imposed war, the economic embarge, and all the 
foreien enemies, we have been blessed, internally, by the presence of 
the imam and the forces of the imam's line and that we are able to 
have our own rule and to make plans for tne next 20 years. Consi- 
dering the things that we have now and the things we are confronted 
with, one is the telecommunications factories of Iran in which all 
telecommunications equipment and the telephone system for the whole 
country are being built. Before the revolution, this factory was 
totally dependent on foreigners. In our visit two weeks ago to this 
factory, we witnessed that, fortunately, 92 percent of the work has 
achieved self-sufficiency. Those who know about technical issues 


ll 








and ere involved in industry know that this is a great step for 
Iranian workers, for Iranian planners, and for all the committed 
experts who are involved in these jobs. 


What has been done in regards to establishing electronic telephone 
systems in various areas of Tehran? 


Answer: The electronic system was under a very large contract with 
the G. T. Company of the United States. They all ran away, hoping 
that we would need them to return. They left with this hope and took 
with them all the plans and other things which were to be used in the 
future. They did not even give us the spare parts for the operation 
of large equipment. Despite all of these shortcomings, our brothers 
began to work. Thank God for the confidence that Islam and the 
revolution have given to our committed experts. They have always 
hoped to be able to start the operation of these complicated systems. 
Their efforts have continued and now the Hafez center is ready for 
operation. About 500 lines have been distributed and the rest are 
being distributed. In the Ekhtiarieh center, all the technical 
problems have been eliminated. The customers are invited to come to 
to receive their telephones. But in other centers, including Zafar, 
Tajrish, Niavaran, Gandi, Tehranno, Karimkhan, Abbasi, and Tarésht, 
40-80 percent of the work is incomplete. We predict that by Mar 85, 
the work of these centers will be completed and the lines will be 
distributed, 


Question: If possible, give us the statistics on the work of the 
unit in your charge. 


Answer: Between different cities, about 5? cities, connections have 
been established. You know, in the past, villages were not considered 
at all important, although they had nothing and lacked even the 
smallest equipment. We established communications between 52 small 


cities, which are: 


(1) Lashgsara, (2) Nazok-e Olya, (3) Jozeh, (4) Asf‘dvajan, 

(S) Haruni, (6) Pardanjan, (7) Vardanjan, (8) Hoseynabad, 

(9) Shahrak-e Parandak, (10) Khusef, (11) Robat-e Sang, (12) Zaman, 
(13) Samashdar, (14) Gunieh, (15) Kalateh-ye Soltani, (16) Kalateh-ye 
Qarubeyk, (17) Kalateh-ye Farahbeyk, (18) Farashband, (19) Deyl, 

(20) Siahkalrud, (21) Pameneh-ye Kala, (22) Jaleq, (23) Bazman, 

(24) Zamik, (25) Pamchi, (26) Hir, (27) Qarrehchiq, (28) Vatian, 

(29) Kuzeh va Kahan, (30) Babameydan, (31) Gachsaran, (32) Sorkhan- 
kalateh, (33) Karimabad, (34) Dankagan, (35) Uziteh, (36) Katra, 

(37) Qadika Bozorg, (38) Rostamkar, (39) Kuheshtan, (40) Qarrehjen, 
(41) Saratrud, (42) Kahrizsang, (43) Musaabad, (44) Korubeh, 

(45) Dinan, (46) Qorveh, (47) Sharifabad, (48) Bazikia Kurab, 

(49) Sarmandan, (50) Parchin, (51) Kahlun, (52) Yunash. At the first 
opportunity, we will provide the people with the Tehran telephone 
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directory. It will be ready for everyone in six months and then part 
of our problems will be eliminated. 


Once again, I will provide the peopie with the telephone number of 
the Telecommunications Company. If anyone should receive harassing 
calls, they can contact telephone no 858585. I must add that it will 
not be like in the past, that the disturber is warned that he will be 
arrested after 15 days if he repeats this action; the council has 
resolved that any troublemaker who is caught will be dealt with most 
severely. 


Another problem is that it is said that there is a shortage of 
two-rial coins. We have commissioned a group to install five-rial 
slots in public telephones so that you can use either two-rial or 
five-rial coins. This system has proven successful. By doing this, 
we have not had a shortage of two-rial coins. 


Question: How did the differences with the F. I. C. Company turn out 
and what steps have been taken to pursue the man formerly in charge 
of this company? 


Answer: F.I.C. is a company 50 percent of which belonged to Iran 
and an individual called Batmangelich and 50 percent of which belonged 
to Americans. The initial investment in this company was one milion 
rials. It had a 3,200 million-rial contract with the Telecommunica- 
tions Company. It was the contractor of the company which abandoned 
its contract after the revolution and this company was closed down, 
Since a large number of our brothers worked there, the closure of 
this company harmed our workers. As a result, a government manager 
was appointed for this company. The back salaries of the workers 
were paid and a 900 million-rial contract was signed with this com- 
pany for the year ending 20 Mar 82. With the new director, the 
company has become organized and is continuing its work. They have 
no business on a national scale. Only the installation of cables in 
Tehran is done by this company. When we worked closely with them, 
their work was not too bad. This problem is now in the international 
court. God willing, we will file a claim against them and you will 
be informed of it. 


Question: Mr Va'tezi, as a former member of the Islamic societies of 
the United States and Canada, what is your feeling about the imam's 
recent message to these societies? 


Answer: As you know, in the United States, the mass media, including 
radio and television, which have a common source, all united to 
destroy our revolution and to show it as 180 degrees other than what 
it actually is. Our brothers in the Islamic societies are the only 
force--in the heart of heathenism, armed with faith and piety, and 
insnired by the imam's directives, both before and after the revolu- 
tion--which brings the truth of our revolution to the people. Through 
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interviews, demonstrations, seminars, and all that you see in the 
newspapers, they bring our voice to the people of the world, even 
civing up their studies and their living and being in the corners of 
prisons. They do not have the opportunity for activity, because they 
are very far away. Some other incentive should keep our brothers 
abroad to engage in activities. They should be in constant touch with 
Iran. The Imam's message, in my opinion, was to bring new blood to 
their activities before and after the revolution. It also had 
another meaning, that is, our people's reassessment of those brothers 
who have abandoned everything and are engaging in activities. This 
messazve stirred such emotions in the United States and Canada that 
they thought they had been active only to a certain extent, but not 
to the extent that is deserving of the kindness, statements, and 
message of the imam. They say that they are embarrased before God 
end the people of Iran and they must work harder. 


Question: What is your Opinion on the press and its role in directing 
or criticizing the authorities and what advice do you have for 
SORBH-E AZADEGAN? 


Answer: The press is one of the informational channels of the people 
to the authorities. In my opinion, it can play a great role in the 
movement of the society. In other words, if the press is committed 
and responsible, it can play a correct role in the society. As the 
imam has said, the pen should always be in the service of God and 
Islam. If our press is so, and is motivated by God to write and deal 
with issues, I believe it can have the sreatest mission in the 
society. In regards to SOBH-E AZADEGAN, I think that during the time 
of Bani-Sadr, it dealt with issues a bit too hastily. But, I know 
that it has been in the imam's line from the beginning and I hope it 


will remain so, 


Start of City Telephone Installation in the 
Past Two and a Half Months 


Azadi 5,000 numbers ' 26 Sep 81 
22 Bahman 10,000 ' 3 Aug 81 
Azari 8,000 5 Sep 81 
Jiraft 3,000 3 Aug 81 
Meshkinshahr 1,500 26 Sep 81 
Parsabad Safan 1,500 3 Aug 81 
Esfarayen 1,000 3 Aug 81 
Boraz jan 2,000 3 Aug 81 
Nahavand 3,000 26 Sep 81 
Chaharbahar 2,000 24 Oct &1 
Lar 3,500 12 Sep 81 
Saveh 2,000 12 Oct 81 
Bandar Abbas 3,000 27 Jun 81 
Pishva 1,000 31 Oct 81 
Shahriar 1,000 31 Oct 81 
Khomeyn 3,000 31 Oct 81 
Farsan 1,000 26. Aug 81 
Mehdishahr 1 ,00C 27 Jul 81 
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Distribution of Numbers of Provincial Capitals 
(Automatic Telephones) 








Province Operational in Aug-Sep Operational in Sep-Oct 
City of Tehran 1,197 22 
Tehran Suburbs 77 
Contral 13 12 
Gilan 172 16 
Mazandaran 431 

Fastern 59 

Western 0 

Kermanshah 516 75 
Khuzestan 

Fars 234 334 
Kerman 5 66 
Khorasan 378 565 
Fsfahan 372 

Sistan 768 

Kordestan 0 

Hamadan 14 

Chaharmohnal 303 528 
Lorestan 30 8 
Illam 0 

Kahxiluyeh 9 

Rushehr 42 96 
Zan jan 78 97 
Semran 702 

Yazad 299 122 
Hormozran 4 

Totel 5,598 1,871 
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Installation of Cable Network 





Percentage of 
Progress 





Total This Month 





Date of Schedule 
Beginning 





Kind of Project Center 























100 3 Distribution of Industrial City 
100 numbers of Saveh 
100 8 Nov-Dec 79 500 numbers Kermanshah 
100 Apr-May 79 Establishment 
of 1,000 nos Natanz 
100 Jan-Feb 80 200 nos Bampur 
100 40 Apr-May 81 Distribution of 
200 nos Mehdishahr 
100 40 May-Jun 81 Ashkzar 
50 50 May-Jun 81 Distribution of Zerraj 
300 nos 
9593 


CSO: 5500/5312 
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IRAQ 


BRIEFS 


ERICSSON TO MODERNIZE PHONE NETWORK--LM Ericsson is currently receiving an 
increasing number of orders. On Monday, LM Ericsson announced a contract 
with the postal and telephone service of Iraq. It will be the largest network 
expansion in the country’s history and the contract is worth 1 billion kronor. 
IM Ericsson was granted the contract over competing bids from the other large 
telecommunicetions companies throughout the world. The contract is for ex- 
pansion of the telephone system in Iraq for 750 million kronor in the first 
phase, with planned expansion for an additional 250 million kronor. Of this 
sum, 300 million will be used to purchase material in Sweden, primarily cable 
and network material. In this way, the work in Jraq will increase employment 
for LM Ericsson in Sweden. LM Ericsson is now extremely active throughout 
the Middle East. 1M Ericsson has accumulated large resources there in recent 
years. Iraq is seen as a good market that can be further developed. [By 

Uno Skold] [Text] [Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 27 Oct 81 p 26) 
9336 


CSO: 5500/2054 
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The meeting also discussed the national 


telecommunications programmes of mem- 


ber states, Phase id. 


A 
CORRESPONDENT REPORTS ON ECOWAS TELECOMMUNICATIONS MEETING 
conmoncatonr Unon (PANAFTEL) a 
examined 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3356, 23 Nov 81 p 2767 









cso: 


5500/5646 


the necessary funds for the projects. 
The representative from PATU told the 
about studkes being carned out by 
pare ag tp sae oy ty om 
satelbte for telecommumcabuns in 
To andacntitanie ask te 
among the vanous organsa- 
tons concerne< with thus projec: to avoid 
waste of effort and resources and 
urges the Telecommumcations 
of all member states to make sure they had 
id their contributions to the 
canons Fund before June 30 





next year. 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


ESTABLISHMENT OF INDIAN OCEAN PRESS AGENCY 
Port-Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 15 Sep 81 p 4 


[Text] A new press agency: the LETTRE DE L'OCEAN INDIEN, or the INDIAN OCEAN 
NEWSLETTER, will soon be set up. As its mame indicates, the agency will only 

deal with information concerning the Indian Ocean and foreign events relating in 
some way to that part of the world. One of the promoters of the project is Maurice 
Botbol, who will be the editor in chief of the LOI. Botbel knows the region vell, 
having served as a newsman for the QUOTIDIEN DE L'ILE DE LA REUNION. 


The agency will be based in Paris, but it will have a network of correspondents 

in almost all the Indian Ocean countries: South Africa, the Comoro Islands, ° 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Reunion, the Sey- 

chelles, Somalia and Tanzania. The LOI correspondent in Mauritius will be Sydney 

Selvon, information editor for LE MAURICIEN. 


LOI will publish its dispatches every week. The first issce will appear on 30 Octo- 
ber. It will be preceded by a 0 issue on 25 September. The LETTRE will carry in- 
formation concerning diplomacy, politics, strategy and economics in the Indian 
Ocean, but it will also publieh news on important cultural events or international 
trade union meetings held in the countries mentioned above. 


The LETTRE will be published in English and French. It will have information such 
as important speeches by chiefs of state, diplomatic transfers, cabinet shakeups or 
the travels of members of the government abroad, and so on. It will also publish 
reports on specific subjects. 


In the beginning, LOI will be a publication with a limited circulation, addressed 
to high political, economic, diplomatic and militery officials. However, given 
the increasing importance of this part of the world, it will be called upon to 
extend its activities and touch other countries outside the region. 


LOI therefore fills a gap. Im fact, a citizen of a country on the Indian Ocean 
knows more about what is happening in London or New York than in the capital of a 
neighboring country because of the fact that information circulates poorly between 
countries in the region. It is therefore this role that LOL intends to play. 
Inasmuch as the nations on the Indian Ocean constitute a strategic and geopolitical 
entity, their importance will soon be realized, no matter what their size or the 
number of inhabitants they have. 


11,464 
CSO: 5500/5642 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


BOTSWANA-ZIMBABWE-ZAMBIA TELECOMMUNICATIONS LINK--The government has allo- 
cated 45 million kronor for Swedish-Norwegian joint financing of a tele- 
communications link from Botswana through Zimbabwe to Zambia. The tele- 
communications link will both coordinate the local telecommunications networks 
of the three countries and connect them to the remaining African network. 

In addition, calls abroad wi ‘ no longer have to be connected by way of 

South Africa. Several Nordic electronics firms will be involved in delivering 
the system. [Text] [Stockholm SVENSKA DACBLADET in Swedish 6 Nov 81 p 26] 
9336 


CSO: 5500/2055 
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NIGER 


DETAILS OF MODERNIZATION OF TELEPHONIC NETWORK 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 295, 23 Nov 81 p ll 
[Article by Abdou Seydou] 


[Excerpts] In Niger, with the establishment of the OPT [Postal and Telecommunica- 
tions Office], telecommunications have played a role whose importance no longer has 
to be demonstrated. With the economic boom it is experiencing, Niger needs means 
of communications, which go along with its development. 


Consequently, substantial resources are being marshaled in order to fulfill these 
needs and modernize the telephone systen. 


Following the installation of the CNT (National Transit Center), another center is 
now in the process of being set up: the CTI (International Transit Center). 


According to the director of telecommunications, Abba Mamadou, the CTI will be 
called upon to handle international communications in transit, whether they come 
from at home or abroad. 


Initially, any user who would like to place a telephone call to another country will 
go through a so-called national center (CNT) and then through the CTI, because the 


latter has automatic connections with the outside, 


Work that has begun on the center is being completed and is procecding normally. 
Speaking of financing, Abba Mamadou reported that the center is the entire responsi- 
bility of the OPT but that there are also other sources of outside financing in the 
form of loans contracted for with certain organizations such as the National Savings 
Bank. 


Naturally, like any newly formed department, upper-level personnel are needed to 
make it operate. 


On this subject, the director of telecommunications states that technicians are 
being trained. Five are now being trained with the builder and will return to 
observe technical installation work. They are actually technicians already trained 
at the different centers in the country and who have some technical experience. 
According to the director, this is a kind of special training program to teach them 
the new equipment. 
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With the CTI, our telephone dependency on other countries will be reduced to a 
minimum, which enables us to open up relations with any country in the world with- 
out being forced to go through another. In other words, Abba Mamadou says, we 
shall enjoy autonomy in the opening of direct automatic relations. 


This is also an advantage for the user who would like to place a telephone call 
abroad, for he will reach his party easily. 


In the initial phase, there will be about 100 circuits, based on the specific 
needs to open relations with the different countries, the director added. However, 
there is a possibility of expanding circuits as traffic grows. 


Along with the CTI, the OPT is in the process of building up the domestic systen, 
commonly called the CTN (National Transit Center). This center has existed since 
1974 and is in operation. Initially, the CTN will make it possible to install tele- 
phone connections with all departmental capitals. This has just been done, more- 
over, inasmuch as for some time now, the departments of Diffa and Agadez have been 
automatic. 


General automatization is now in the works. The new Zinder central will begin to 
operate in about two weeks. 


Concerning the Department of Diffa, the new central has been installed. It is an 
automatic central for local subscribers and also for interurban use. This connec- 
tion is related to the PNTT (Domestic Satellite System), which is also being built. 
This project is in the very advanced stage. 


iuanks to the CTN, the entire country will be covered, but priority will first of 
all be given to connecting the departmental capitals with the national capital 
by the automatic system, 


Concerning the other centers (Dosso and Tahoua), the director of telecommunications 
said that they are being set up. With respect to the second phase, the OPT will 
attack the problems of the districts, whose telephone network will be hooked up 

the the automatic national system. Abba Mamadou added optimistically that these 
objectives will be attained by April 1982, with respect to automatic connections 
with departmental capitals and automatic international connections. 


In short, a large part of our country will be covered by a modern telephone system 
by 1982. 


11,464 
CSO: 5500/5640 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


SATELLITE TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK--The Nigerien Postal and Telecommunications 
Office (OPT) has entrusted the construction of an important telecommunications net- 
work to Thomson-CSF [General Radio Company] and Telspace (an economic association 
made up of Thomson-CSF and CIT [expansion unknown]-Alcatel), which will act as 
project foreman. The Nigerien minister of telecommunications recently signed the 
contract for the project in Paris. The network will improve international tele- 
communications service and open up areas as yet poorly served. For the Postal and 
Telecommunications office, Telspace will supply a Standard A earth station (antenna 
diameter 32.5 meters), connected with an Intelsat satellite over the Atlantic Ocean, 
and four national earth stations with 11.8—meter antennas, located at Agadez, Dima, 
Bilma and Diffa. With regard to Thomson-CSF, a 2/5-kilometer microwave connection 
will link Agadez and Arlit with a series of crossovers serving the different mining 
areas. The Niger Radio and Television Broadcasting Office (ORTN) will have four 
transmitters supplied by Thomson-CSF. These four television transmitters will 
equip Agadez, Bilma and Diffa, while a relay station will be set up at In Gall. 

The contract also covers construction of technical buildings and housing. In coop- 
eration with TDF (French Television) and France Cable and Radio, SOFRECOM [presum- 
ably French Communications Company] will do the general study. The network will 

be a “turnkey” operation, with most of the program to be completed between March 
and September 1981 [sic], at an investment cost of 13.8 billion CFA francs. 

[Text] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 14-15 Nov 81 p 3] 11,464 


CSO: 5500/5642 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW LAGOS TV STATION--The Vice-President, Dr Alex Ekwueme, said in Lagos on Sun- 
day that the new television station in Lagos State is not a substitute for the 
state government television station.’ The vice-president, who was speaking while 
commissioning the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) Channel 7, situated at 
Tejuosho area of Surulere in Lagos, said that the TV station was established to 
cater for the local community and interests in the state. He said: ‘Channel 7 
has a duty to inform the people of Lagos State about the programmes and activi- 
ties of the state government. It also has the responsibility of educating the 
state on its position in the scheme of things at the national level." Dr 
Eukwueme said that this explanation had become necessary in order not to con- 
fuse NTV Channel 7 with the on-going debate on allocation of television wave- 
lengths. He disclosed that President Shehu Shagari had authorised the state 
government to transmit on VHF Channel 8 temporarily pending when it would instal 
appropriate equipment for use on its VHF 35. Dr Ekwueme also said that Channel 8 
would be taken over by NTA at negotiated price at the end of one year, and that 
the NTA Channel 10 now located in Lagos would move to Abuja when the federal 
capital finally moved there. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 29 Sep 81 


p 1) 


GONGOLA RADIO STATIONS--Gongola State Government is to provide 3.3 million Naira 
for the building of five broadcasting stations to improve the state broadcasting 
station, the state's Commissioner for Internal Affairs. Mrs Fibi Nadah, said in 
Yola. In an interview with the JEWS AGENCY OF lWiIGERIA (NAN), she said that the 
proposed station would be located at Yola, Jalingo, Hung, Wukari and Bali. She 
regretted that only a small per cent of people in the state presently received the 
programmes transmitted by the state broadcasting corporation. The commissioner 
also said that eight members of staff of the broadcasting station were already on 
training on how to operate and maintain the new stations. Mrs Nadah further said 
that a generating plant had been installed at the corporation at the cost of 
62,000 Naira to ‘orestall failure in transmission. (NAN). [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 7 Oct 81 p 10] 


"NAN' INDEPENDENT NETWORK--The general manager of the NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA 
(NAN), Mr Onaora Nzekwu, said in Jos at the weekend that the agency will instal 
an independent communication network to ensure quick reception and transmission 
of news to its subscribers in all the states of the federation. Mr Nzekwu told 
members of the management staff of Radio Plateau and the Nigerian Standard pub- 
lication that installation of communication facilities had been completed in 
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some states. He said with the new transreceiver equipment, services would be 
made available to its subscribers through its state offices or the Posts and 
Telecommunications distribution lines. Mr Nzekwu said the agency being a commer- 
cial organisation, couldnot afford to be partisan and run the risk of losing its 
numerous subscribers of different political leanings. He said, however, that NAN 
subscribers were free to commission the agency to conduct special research which 
would be made available exclusively to them. He added that the agency was not 
established to make other media organisations fold up, but to deliver local, 
national and foreign news at their doorsteps at faster and cheapter rates. 

The secretary to Radio Plateau, Mr John Amadi Damshakal, commended the agency 

for its objective and accurate reporting, adding: "It is the only independent 
media organisation in the country." The acting general manager of the Standard 
Publishing Company, Mr George Ohemu, said most media houses in the country relied 
on NAN because of its high quality and unbiased reporting, but wondered why the 
features services of the agency was not as regular as its news service. (NAN) 
[Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 19 Oct 81 p 17] 


CSO: 5500/5645 
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SENEGAL 


DIOUF OPENS NATION'S PANAFTEL SECTION 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 30 Nov 81 p 3 


[Text] (APS)--The Senegalese section of the Pan-African Telecommunications Network 
has just been completed. It was officially opened in Tambacounda today by Presi- 
dent Abdou Diouf. 


Telecommunications play an increasingly important role in the development of nations. 
Senegalese authorities have understood this and consequently, after our country 
achieved independence and in coordination with other African nations, the Pan- 
African Telecommunications Network project was launched. 


That project became a reality today, at least for Senegal, while waiting for the 
other countries involved (Mali, Upper Volta, Niger and Benin) to complete the rest 
of the system. 


The project was made possible by financing from the governments of Canada and Sene- 
gal through the Canadian International Development Agency (ACDI) amounting to 

13.2 billion CFA francs for the.entire undertaking. The portion for Senegal's 
section amounted to nearly 2.5 billion CFA francs. 


The Senegalese section is essentially in eastern Senegal and runs from Kaolack to 
Kidira. The choice was not accidental. It is part of the policy of the chief of 
state and the government to open up peripheral regions. 


With the PANAFTEL network, the eastern axis of our country will be served by a 
high-quality system of transmission. 


The people affected will henceforth have a large number of telephone circuits avail- 
able to them. Even better, these PANAFTEL facilities help the automatization 
planned as part of the Sixth Economic and Social Development Plan. 


There are other advantages, such as telephone service by branch lines to areas 
along the trajectory (Kaffrine, Koumpentoum, Birkilane, Goudiri, Koussanar, Koung- 


heul and Balla). 


There is a definite advantage to the PANAFTEL network as far as the continent is 
concerned, It will enable our country to communicate directly with other nations 
involved in the project without going through relays outside of Africa. 


11,464 
CSO: 5500/5641 
27 








INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SWEDISH GOVERNMENT PROPOSES A MODIFIED NORDSAT PLAN 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 18 Nov 81 p 3 
[Article: “Limited Nordsat"] 


[Text] The Swedish government has decided to recommend limiting Nordsat 
primarily to television broadcasts in the Nordic countries. This was revealed 
by Prime Minister Thorbjorn Falldin on Thursday in Helsinki. 


The Nordic culture ministers will meet on Monday next week to reach a decision 
on the Nordsat project. Falldin said he knew more or less how the various 
Nordic countries viewed the project. Both in his speech before the new 
Sweden-Finland Society and at the press conference Falldin stressed the 

value of a limited Nordsat. 


On the eve of the Monday meeting of Nordic culture ministers it is hoped that 
a common Nordic policy may be reached so that the Nordic Council could make 
a final decision early next year. 


Especially Norway, but also Denmark, have been for the Nordz t project, while 
Sweden has been divided and Finland has expressed strong reservations. 


Falldin stressed that he has been critical of the original Nordsat project 
with seven or eight channels, since it was uncertain how they would be used 
and because it would be extremely expensive. 


Psychological Significance 


The proposal for a limited Nordsat which could be expanded gradually is a 
different matter, according to Falldin. Opinions have also varied within 

the Center Party. Falldin thought that now the party could agree on a limited 
project. 


It is now clear that in the long run satellite technology will be used to 
transmit television and other telecommunications services, Falldin said in 
his speech. It would be unreasonable for five small Nordic nations to seek 
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their own national solutions. 


"For this reason, I hope that the Nordic Council will proceed with a limited 
project which could have great psychological significance for Nordic 
cooperation in other areas as well,” Falldin said. 


9336 
CSO: 5500/2055 








29 











INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 





NORDIC MINISTERS AGREE ON NORDSAT START 
Stockholm DACENS NYHETER in Swedish 24 Now 81 p 6 
[Article by Bo Engzell] 


[Text] At a meeting in Copenhagen on Monday the Nordic Council of Ministers 
took another step up the ladder toward Nordsat. Denmark is still an uncertain 
factor, however. If Denmark chooses not to participate, the proposed Nordsat 
with direct broadcast of TV and radio programs could become a “four-man 
satellite”--at best. 


What the ministers from four of the five Nordic countries--Finland, Norway, 
Iceland, and Sweden--agreed on Monday was to present a proposal at the Nordic 
Council meeting in Helsinki in March suggesting that development work on 
Nordsat begin immediately. 


This would cost about 60 million kronor. In 2 years a final decision could 
be made on Nordsat. 


At the ministers’ meeting in September in Copenhagen, then Danish culture 
minister Lisa Ostergaard was not at all satisfied with the satellite plans, 
which she described as a “Swedish commercial hype." It is unknown whether 
she has changed her mind. She did not need to answer this question at the 
Monday meeting. 


This is because the Danish government resigne” and new elections are upcoming. 
It is the next government that must decide if Denmark will participate. 


"As far as Denmark is concerned, the resolution of the Nordic Council will 
be discussed in the Folketing, Denmark's parliament, which has the final 
word,” Lisa Ostergaard said diplomatically. 


Greater Optimism 


She indicated in this way that much discussion remains in Denmark, which would 
prefer a large satellite, which would cost 2.5 billion kronor. 





If Nordsat now comes into existence--and optimism has increased considerably-- 
the cost of Wordsat and the first Tele-X that Norway and Sweden have agreed 
on would be significantly lower. 


Tele-X would appear first. It represents a concentrated effort in data 
transmission and telecommunications (normal telephone calls, but also features 
such as ship-to-shore calls and long distance calls to trucks). Tele-xX 

could also transmit two TV channels. In that case, the Nordic countries must 
agree on broadcast times and responsibilities. 


If Nordsat then becomes a reality, it could appear several years after 
Tele-X, which would then be converted to a backup satellite. The number of 
TV channels in Nordsat would be increased gradually. In this way, the 
problem of advertising could be avoided. This has been a serious problem for 
Finland. It has been agreed that advertising would be prohibited. The 
original goal is five TV channels, one for each Nordic country. 


Little Time 


There is little tiwe. TV satellite broadcasts from other European countries will 
begin in several years. We estimate that we will have a satellite in orbit 
around 1986. Authorities and individuals in southern Denmark, especially, 
believe that we must hurry. 





West German television is already intruding in that area, which now has a 
foretaste of what to expect when the large European satellites are ready to 
broadcast in the near future. 


Tele-X, the Swedish-Norwegian program, which probably will include Finland 
to some extent, will provice an estimated 200 jobs in Sweden. 


"Most of the new jobs will involve satellite tracking," said Thomas Sidenbladh 
of the Industry Ministry. This includes the manufacture of computers, 
remote control systems, and much more.” 





"Without Tele-X we in the Nordic countries would be incapable of constructing 
Nordsat," Culture Minister Jan-Erik Wikstrom said. "As far as Sweden is 
concerned, satellites are an absolute must if we--and the other Nordic 
countries--are not to fall behind and suddenly one day find it impossible to 
compete on the international market." 


Decisions concerning Nordsat are important for the labor market and for new 
jobs. 


9336 
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INTERNATIONAL. AFFAIRS 


SWEDISH PAPER BACKS REVAMPED NORDSAT PLAN 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 23 Nov 81 p 3 
[Editorial: "New Satellite Model"] 


[Text] According to plans, a decision on the Nordsat TV satellite was to be 
made in principle this fall. Only a few days before the Council of Ministers 
met, however, the Swedish government decided to present an entirely new 
model, a reduced project with two or three TV channels instead of Nordsat's 
seven or eight. It was announced on Saturday that Finland recommended the 
Swedish compromise proposal. 


How the details of this plan, which was given the working name Nordcom, are 
to be worked out is still not clear. It is difficult to say whether this is 
an actual alternative that reflects the negative criticism that has arisen 
or if it is a way to avoid a rabid debate and, in an underhanded fashion, 
introduce a TV satellite that differs from Nordsat primarily in name only. 


It 1s clear that the plan proposes to use a separate satellite the same size 
as Nordsat. Thus, the plan rejects the use of the experimental Tele-X satellite, 
which also has space for TV transmission equipment. 


Of course, the most important question is how the transmission equipment is 

to be utilized. So far it has been assumed that the Nordic TV channels would 
be transmitted uncut. If the capacity is now decreased, some sort of selec- 
tion must be made. The most appealing alternative would be a joint Nordic 
channel, independent of the national TV companies. This would be a1 innovation 
and a much needed stimulus. Better than any number of satellite broadcast 
national channels, it would promote the goals that have beer set for Nordsat: 
an increased spirit of Nordic community and improved linguistic understanding 
among sister nations. 
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SWEDEN 


MP QUESTIONS TELECOMMUNICATIONS AGENCY REMAINING MONOPOLY 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 30 Oct 81 p 2 
[Commentary by Anders Bjorck, Conservative Party Member of Parliament] 


[Text] For several decades the Telecommunications Service has had clearly 
defined tasks, primarily to manage the Swedish telephone network. 


Even those who are against monopolies of various types must admit that this 
has been a practical solution to the problem of providing Sweden with an 
efficient telecommunications network. 


Now, however, new technics: innovations offer us a number of services to which 
we are unaccustomed. Data communications, mobile radios, telefax, and many 
other devices are already available and will undergo rapid development during 
the 1980's. 


Is it reasonable, then, as the Telecommunications Service assumes, for this 
agency to have a monopoly in practice on all new services? Is it reasonable 
for this agency, even though it might refrain from entering certain markets 
it finds to be of little interest, to determine who will be allowed to do 
what? Should the Telecommunications Service grant type approval to its 
competitors’ products, rather than having this done by an impartial agency, 
for example the National Institute for Materials Testing? 


The answer must be an unequivocal no. 


The recent Comvik affair is an excellent illustration of the monopolistic 
tendencies of the Telecommunications Service. The fact that various 
representatives of the service have publicly denied that it has monopolistic 
tendencies has not made matters better. By its actions, the Telecommunicat ions 
Service has shown repeatedly that it is concerned primarily with its own 
interests. 


The Comvik case not only points out how fundamentally unreasonable it is for 
au agency to have a monopoly on new services and new technology, but also 
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shows how greedily and clumsily a state agency can act. 


Comvik has permission to operate mobile telephones, i. e. telephone connections 
from cars, etc. Wow the Telecommunications Service says that Comvik actually 
has permission only to operate with manual telephone connections and saintains 
that the company’s system is actually automatic! 


A study of the documents in this case reveals--at least to a nontechnician- 
that the system accually is manual, since it requires che assistance of a 
telephone operator. Sut is this really the decisive point? 


Should a company be punished because it has good, even completely automatic, 
products? 


Should the Telecommunications Service have the right to stop competitors who 
offer customers modern equipment? 


Should Swedish business be prevenced from buying the best pogusible equipment, 
simply to satisfy the monopolistic designs of a state agency? 


Several years ago, then communications sinister Ulf Adelsohn presented a 
proposal which parliament approved to ease the monopoly of the Telecommuni- 
cations Service in various fields. This was a step in the right direction. 
The Comvik case, however, has show that it was insufficient. 


In order for Sweden to compete successfully in electronics and other fields, 
free competition must exist and individual companies must be given a reasonable 
opportunity to work. It is intolerable for a state agency to threaten siaply 
to cut off a system that it does not like. 


We need a quick review of the Telecommunications Service's monopoly. Type 
approval should be transferred immediately to the National Institute for 
Materials Testing. The Constitution Committee in parliament should follow 
the Comvik affair closely--after all, the Communications Ministry under 
Claes Elmstedt is intimately involved--to see that it is handled in 
accordance with existing regulations and good administrative practice. 
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BRIEFS 


TELETEXT EQUIPMENT AGREEMENT--Facit and LK Ericsson have reached an agreement 
on the development and production of teletext equipment. The companies vill 
coproduce an entirely new product: Eritex 10, based on a special version of 
Facit’s new 8110 word processor. It will be manufactured at Facit's plants 

in Svangsta. The Eritex 10 will be a communicating text and word processing 
machine which will be part of Ericsson's major venture into the field of 
office automation. Facit, which in this way wil enter a rapidly expanding 
market, will also sell the equipment through some of its subsidiaries. [Text] 
[Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 27 Oct 8] p 26] 9336 
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